
Calculating Human Population Statistics
People use population statistics to compare and predict population patterns in different countries. For example, you can calculate some population statistics for the United States, a developed country, and Haiti, a less developed country. The U.S. is the richest, most heavily industrialized nation in the Western Hemisphere. Haiti is the poorest, least industrialized nation in the Western Hemisphere.

	
	United States
	Haiti

	Population
	278,058,881
	6,964,549

	Geographic area
	3,623,420 sq mi
	10,714 sq mi

	Population Density
	
	

	Age Structure
	--------------------------------
	--------------------------------

	0-14
	21.5%
	32.2%

	15-29
	24.8%
	26.9%

	30-44
	22.9%
	15.6%

	45-59
	14.1%
	10.0%

	60-74
	11.7%
	5.4%

	75+
	5.0%
	2.9%

	Birth rate
	15
	33

	Death rate
	9
	15

	Pop growth rate
	
	

	% growth rate
	
	

	Doubling time
	
	

	Total fertility rate
	2.1
	4.7

	Infant mortality/ 1,000
	6.6
	80

	Life Expectancy
	77
	49

	Literacy rate
	97%
	53%

	Married women using Birth Control
	76%
	28%

	Per capita income
	$34,100
	$1,470


1.
To calculate population density, divide the number of people by the area.

2.
Subtract death rate from birth rate to calculate population growth rate.

3.
Divide population growth rate by 10 to get % growth rate.

4.
Divide 70 by % growth rate to get doubling time.
5.
Construct population histograms for Haiti and the U.S.  The U.S. will go on one side and Haiti will go on the other. 

Answer the following questions:
1. What can you infer about the future population growth of Haiti from its population 

     histogram? Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What would happen to the U.S. population if the birth rate decreased to about 9? 

     Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Which nation’s population density will increase more in the future? Why? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What will happen to the following population statistics if the percent (%) growth 

    rate goes up?  Your answer should either be increase or decrease.

Total fertility rate___________________________________________

Literacy rate_______________________________________________

% married women using birth control____________________________

Per capita income___________________________________________


