Environmental Beliefs and Values-Where Do You Stand? (1-7)
Directions: 
This activity is designed to let you compare a few of your environmental beliefs and values with those of you classmates. Below, you will find a list of seven belief statements with which you may agree or disagree. Following each is a response line ranging from “Strongly Disagree” to “Strongly Agree”. Please circle the “X” which best reflects how you feel about the statement.

1. The killing of deer by humans plays an important part in keeping deer herds healthy.

 X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree
2. Human females should not have more than two children.

 X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree
3. United States industries located in Mexico should be required to follow U.S.   
    environmental standards.

 X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree

4. The recycling of metals such as aluminum and steel should be mandatory even if it is 

    not always profitable.

 X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree

5. Air pollution standards should be relaxed in order to get better gas mileage in 
    automobiles.

X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree
6. People who have two or more cats as pets should keep them indoors because the cat is 

    a natural predator.

 X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree

7. We should continue to build nuclear power plants in order to produce needed electrical             
     energy.

X                                   X                           X                             X                                 X                            

Strongly Disagree             Disagree                      Neutral                           Agree                   Strongly Agree

Next, we would like you to summarize your responses. After everyone in class has completed his/her responses, fill in the summary chart below. Add up the class responses in each category for each statement.
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Discussion Questions:

1. Analyze those statements for which there are wide differences of opinion. Why do these differences exist? Are the beliefs and values expressed environmentally sound? Why? Why not?

2. Sometimes a group (or part of a group) will load on the “neutral” category. When   

             this occurs, what might be the reason(s)? What could change this situation in the

             future?

3. Why is it difficult to resolve an environmental issue where there are strong and 

differing beliefs (and values)?

