Endangered Species and Terrestrial Biodiversity
http://eelink.net/EndSpp.old.bak/ES.lists.html
http://www.endangeredspecie.com/states/md.htm
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/Plants_Wildlife/rte/rteplants.asp
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/Plants_Wildlife/rte/rteanimals.asp
Introduction


The world is losing endangered at an ever increasing rate.  Over the past two decades, public and governmental awareness of this plight has increased.  Even so, with but a few notable exceptions, efforts to protect and restore many plant and animal species near extinction have been piecemeal or have not been undertaken at all.


Much effort has focused on identifying endangered species and placing them on official lists, offering highly varying or negligible protection.  In a few cases, recovery plans have been prepared, often without the necessary mandates or funding for implementation.  Only in a few instances have programs been undertaken to affect a full, successful recovery of a species resulting in security for its future and appropriate removal from endangered species lists.


While public support for saving endangered species is well established, there is growing concern that few species ever make it off endangered lists.  Efforts must now be directed towards proactive programs that address and solve specific endangered species problems.  The public and government leaders want results.  Results must be shown if public support is to be maintained, especially in light of often intense lobbying by opposing special interest groups.
Procedure
1.  Select an endangered or threatened species from the State of Maryland.  Once the species is taken

     by someone else, you can’t have it.  First come, first serve.  Use the web sites above to find a species.
     The following information must be handed in a piece of lined paper numbered and lettered 
     exactly how it is shown below.

2.  Record its common and scientific name.

3.  Using the internet as your primary research resource, answer the following questions:

A.  Description – What does this organism look like?


B.  What type of biome and ecosystem does it live in?


C.  Where and what regions can it be found?


D.  What specific food/nutrients does it require?


E.  What are its predators and/or major natural competitors?


F.  What is the role (niche) of this organism in the community/ecosystem?
4.  Using the internet as your primary research resource, answer the following questions:

A. Causation - What has caused and/or contributed to the decline of this species?


B.  Is this a current or persistent cause?


C.  Have humans played a role in this species decline?


D.  If so, in what manner have they contributed to the species decline?  (Be specific)

5.  Using the internet as your primary research resource, answer the following questions:

  
A.  Remediation – How is the problem of decline being addressed?

B.  Is legislation the only successful tool?


C.  In what other ways is it being remediated?

6.  Using the internet as your primary research resource, answer the following questions:


A.  Future – How would you address the decline of this species?


B.  What do you predict for the success of the organism in 10 years?


C.  What do you predict for the success of the organism in 50 years?


D.  What overarching concerns and/or ideas have intrigued you as you have worked on 

     
       this project.
