What is Pollution?

Test your definition by answering the following questions:
A.
The air around the Sulfur Caldron Hot Springs, in Yellowstone National Park, smells like rotten eggs. Using your definition would this be pollution?
______

B.
On May 18, 1980, a blast ripped the top off Mt. St. Helens. The blast sent huge amounts of dust and gases across the countryside. Using your definition, was the air surrounding Mt. St. Helens polluted after the volcanic eruption? __

C.
Soon after the wheat fields in Kansa are plowed, wind picks up the topsoil and carries it great distances. Using your definition, is this pollution? _____

D.
Wind picks up sand from the desert floor. The small particles of wind-blown sand damage the finish on vehicles driving across the desert and make it difficult to see. Using your definition, is this pollution? _____

E.
The ragweed pollen count is high. Using your definition, is this pollution? ___

F.
A tractor trailer truck send out black smoke from its exhaust as it climbs the mountain. Using your definition, is this pollution? _____

G.
Because of a brownish haze, an airport pilot can see only the tops of the tallest buildings as he/she flies over New York City. Using your definition, is this pollution? _____

Evaluate your definition of pollution based on the answers to the questions above.

A.
Does your definition of pollution include pollution from natural sources and pollution from human activities? _______ Do you think it should? _______

B.
Does your definition of pollution include conditions that are unpleasant or undesirable? ________ Do you think it should? _________

C.
Do you think your definition is a good definition? ___________

D.
Rewrite or revise your definition to include the criteria listed above.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Some definitions define pollution as a situation in which substances are presenting a concentration that is undesirable or has an adverse though not necessarily harmful effect on something that human’s value. What do you think of this definition? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain how the following situations could be classified as pollution?

a.
music: ______________________________________________________________________

                 ______________________________________________________________________
b.
perfume: ___________________________________________________________________
         ____________________________________________________________________
c.
reduced visibility: ____________________________________________________________
                        ____________________________________________________________

Rewrite or revise your definition to include the criteria listed in question 6.

________________________________________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________________

