
Human Population – Too Many People

Experts tell us that we are living in the midst of an explosion – an explosion of the human population.  About 95 million more people are added to the earth each year.  

The rate of population growth is dependent upon two factors – birth rate and death rate.  The birth rate is the number of infants born in a given year per 1000 people in the population.  The death rate is the number of people who die in a given year per 1000 individuals in a population.

Zero population growth means that the population is stable – the number of births and deaths are equal.  If the birth rate is less than the death rate, the population declines or there is negative population growth.  If this trend continues the species eventually becomes extinct.

If the birth rate exceeds the death rate, the population increases.  Without limiting factors that control the birth rate, there is a population explosion.  The growth rate describes how fast a population is increasing or decreasing.  The world population growth rate in 1990 was 1.8%.

The natural growth rate or rate of natural increase is calculated by subtracting the death rate from the birth rate and then dividing by 10.  The total population growth of a country is also affected by the net migration (immigrants – emigrants) of people.

The Earth may be considered as one huge ecosystem.  What is the earth’s carrying capacity?  How many people can the earth support?  No one knows the answer to these questions, but we do know that one factor that affects the carrying capacity is the lifestyle of the people.  While most of the population growth – as much as 90%- is occurring in developing countries, each person born in an industrialized nation places a greater demand upon the earth’s resources.

As the world population continues to increase, will we be able to sustain our current lifestyle?  Currently food shortages are often due to political actions rather than the ability of the planet to provide.  Will the world population eventually exceed the earth’s ability to provide food and other natural resources?  Study the data and see what you think about the issue of overpopulation. 


