Environmental Issue Value Descriptors

The descriptors listed below may be helpful as you analyze issues. These statements attempt to name and define values which might be held by individuals. The definitions, as well as the list itself, should not be considered complete. They are simply tools to help you in a rather complex task!
  Value:





Definition:




Aesthetic:


the appreciation of form, composition, and color through 




the human senses.

Economic:


the use and exchange of money, materials, and/or services.

Ecological:


pertaining to natural biological systems and principles.

Educational: 


concerning the accumulation, use, and communication of 




knowledge.

Egocentric:


pertaining to focus on self-centered needs and fulfillment.

Environmental:

pertaining to human activities in terms of quality of natural 




resources, e.g., plant and animal species, air, water, soil, 




etc.

Ethical/Moral:

pertaining to persistent and future human responsibilities,




rights and wrongs, and ethical standards.

Ethnocentric:


pertaining to a focus on fulfillment of ethnic/cultural goals.

Health & Safety:

the maintenance of positive human physical conditions.

Legal:



relating to national, state, or local laws; law enforcement; 





lawsuits.

Political: 
the activities, functions, and policies of governments and their agents.

Recreational:
pertaining to human leisure activities.

Religious:
the use of belief systems based on faith and dogma.

Scientific: 
concerning the process of empirical research; knowledge gained by systematic study.

Social:
pertaining to shared human empathy, feelings, and status.

Technological:
concerning the use of technology for human/societal goals.
What Are The Values? 

Directions: Read each of the statements carefully. Analyze each one and identify the main value reflected in the statement. Write the name of that value in the space provided.

       1.   __________________Humans have a responsibility to manage natural resources wisely
          for the sake of future generations.

       2.   __________________If you “get” poison ivy, you are in for a week of itching and
                                                 misery.   

       3.   __________________The bible clearly states that Man is responsible for the welfare of
          the planet.

       4.   _________________You can sell those tropical birds for a lot of money.

 5.   _________________The game warden told my brother it was illegal to hunt waterfowl in
  the spring in the United States.

6.   __________________Research on the grizzly bear shows that it needs an enormous 




          amount of space in order to survive.

       7.  __________________ Wood ducks are beautiful birds.

       8.  __________________ I really enjoy going bird watching with my friends and classmates.

       9.  __________________ Bird watching has become and national pastime in the United States.

     10.  __________________ I don’t care what anybody says, I will kill a deer any time I feel like it.

     11.  __________________ Swamps and marshes are important as sources of fresh water to
plants and animals.

     12.  __________________ If we logs forests carefully, we can presence the checks and
balances that exist in the ecosystem.

     13.  __________________ Democrat and Republican representatives in congress often     

disagree about environmental concerns.

     14.  __________________ The Germans have a tradition of a strong affection for forests.
     15.  __________________ We were taught a valuable lesson about preserving endangered 

 species when we were in eighth grade.

