SEDIMENTARY ROCK LAB

Sedimentary rocks form when rock fragments or sediments harden into rocks.  There are three types of sedimentary rocks.  “Clastic (detrital)” sedimentary rocks form when fragments of other rocks are cemented or compressed together.  “Organic” sedimentary rocks come from the remains of living things.  Chemical sedimentary rocks form when minerals precipitate from a solution and solidify.  

OBJECTIVE:
1.  To correctly group sedimentary rocks based on their characteristics.

PRE-THINK QUESTIONS: You need to do these questions first.
1. Where do all sedimentary rocks come from?

2. What is the difference between clastic (detrital), organic, and chemical sedimentary rocks?  
MATERIALS:
- Hand lens or magnifying glass


- sedimentary rock specimens

PROCEDURE:
1.  Grab a can of sedimentary rocks.

2.  Sort them into 3 groups: clastic (detrital), organic, and chemical.  Be careful to not crumble or break the sedimentary rocks.

3.  Try to identify them based on the below classification table.

4.  Make a data table with these headings: rock name, characteristics, and an explanation of how formed.

5.  Fill in table with each rock specimen and get my signature.
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SUMMARY QUESTIONS:

1. Compare conglomerate, sandstone, and shale clastic (detrital) rocks.  Which type of 

    rock do you think you would find on the edge between water and land?  Which type 

    would you find just a little ways out in the water?  Which would you find way out in 

    the water?  Provide an explanation for each response.

2. In procedure step 2 you are asked to be careful with sedimentary rocks, why do you 

    think sedimentary rocks are weaker than igneous rocks?  Explain.


